Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works
Hearing entitled, “Examining EPA’s Agenda: Protecting the Environment and Allowing
America’s Economy to Grow.”
August 1, 2018
Questions for the Record for Andrew Wheeler

Chairman Barrasso:
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22. On March 14, 2018, I wrote with several of my colleagues to former EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt about our deep concern over the reversal of the EPA’s longstanding policy
under Section 112 of the Clean Air Act to continuously regulate hazardous air pollution
from major industrial sources. We believe revoking the “once in, always in” policy will
lead to greater levels of arsenic, lead, mercury, and almost two hundred other air toxic
pollutants in communities around the United States. In the letter, we asked that the “once
in, always in” policy be reinstated at least until EPA has performed, and received public
comment on, a thorough analysis of the expected increases in air toxic pollution and its
corresponding impacts on human health.

a. When former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt was before the EPW Committee on
January 30, 2018, he acknowledged the agency failed to do any analysis before
making its ill-advised decision. Please provide all EPA analysis and modeling of
the impacts of this policy change, including cancer and other human health
effects, environmental effects, effects on state air pollution emissions, cost-benefit
analysis, and effects on interstate emissions. If none still exists today, I request
that EPA complete such analysis and provide a timeline for completion.

b. How many individual facilities in the country were considered a “major source”
under Section 112 on January 24, 20187

c. Please identify, as of January 24, 2018, how many of the “major source” facilities
identitied in question 1(b) had complied with one or more MACT standards with
the result being the source no longer emits more than 10 tons per year of any
hazardous air pollutant or more than 25 tons per year of any combination of
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hazardous air pollutants? Please group these facilities by source categories (for
example, there were X number of chemical plants meeting a MACT standard that
resulted in lower emissions than the major source threshold).

d. Please provide state-by-state data and a national total for facilities identified in
1(c)

e. Please provide the potential maximum amount of pollution increases for all 187
hazardous air pollutants as a result of EPA’s decision to revoke the “once in,
always in” policy.

f  How much additional particulate matter, ozone, lead and other criteria pollution
will be added to the atmosphere as a result of revoking the “once in, always in”
policy?

g. Under the new memorandum, have any major source facilities in the power plant
source category requested to be re-designated as an area source? If so, please
provide a list of all such facilities, also indicating whether EPA has approved the
re-designation.

h. Under the new memorandum how many major sources facilities, other than
facilities in the power plant source category, have asked to be re-designated as an
area source? Please provide a list of all facilities, also indicating whether EPA has
approved the re-designation.
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